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Antique — Beauty of Stone

Although no surviving textual or historical records tell of when
the Chinese started using stone as a material for artistic
creation--except the little information revealed by Qu Yuan in his
poem “Heavenly Questions,” in which he mentioned some
scenes depicted in temple murals—archaeological digs provide
ample evidence that stone was used as a medium for artistic
expression.

In the Han dynasty, an important stone piece was commissioned
by Han Wudi to remember his beloved General Huo Qu Bing,
who had won many important wars for the Han Empire. The
emperor was very sad to learn the death of this outstanding
young warrior and ordered a large stone piece of a horse with
one of its legs stepping on an enemy warrior to signify Huo’s
glorious victory over the Kong Nu, a nomadic tribe who regularly
invaded the outskirts of the Han Empire.

Traditionally, ancient Chinese seem to prefer a type of shallow
carving called Xian Diao. This style of carving was very fine, and
done on a flat surface. At the end of the Han dynasty, with the
introduction of Buddhism, a new style of carving started to
appear in China. As seen in many of the survived religious
steles from the Han, the Northern and Southern Dynasties, the
stone art from this period saw a fusion of east meets west—a
mixing of the traditional Chinese style of shallow carving with
high relief style carving, which is believed to be brought into
China along with Buddhism. By the time of the Tang dynasty,
high relief became the prevalent style. Stone carvings were
widely used for all kinds of decorations.

Chinese mythology also suggests that stone is formed by
absorbing the essence of energy. Folk culture took the belief
that this universe contained great positive energy and found
many different outward manifestations of this idea. Stone is
used not only as small accessories as seen in different types of
jewelry, but also as architectural decorations and features as
well as daily functional item such as furniture.

Today we have a large number of beautiful furniture pieces
made both for the outdoors and indoors left for us from the Ming
and Qing dynasties.

Recommendation
1) Awhite marble stone low table, Ming Dynasty (1368-1644AD)
Dimensions: Width 62.5cm Depth 62.5cm Height 57.5cm

2) ABuddhist Stele, Eastern Wei (534-550AD)
Dimensions: Height 131cm Width 43cm Depth 10cm
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A white marble stone low table, Ming dynasty
(1368-1644AD)
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An Buddhist Stele, Easten Wei (534 - 550AD)
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