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Antique — Beauty of Lacquer

Cultural History

Lacquer is derived from the sap of the lacquer tree and hardens
when exposed to oxygen and humidity, becoming an ideal
protective and moisture-proof covering. Beyond these practical
properties, lacquer is also admired for its unique aesthetic
qualities as well.

The production of lacquerware involves the creation of a core
out of material such as wood, bamboo or cloth, and applying
coats of lacquer, with each coat needing to dry before the next
can be applied, and high-quality lacquerware having thirty or
more coats. Because the process of creating lacquerware is
time consuming and costly, lacquerware has always been
considered a luxury item. Lacquerware were made as
decorative and storage boxes, ritual objects and gifts for
international diplomacy, and even prized as objects of art.

Collection Treasure

In China, lacquered objects have been recovered from
archaeological sites of the Liang-chu culture from as early as
6,000 years ago, and from the Shang (c.1600BC - 1046BC) and
Zhou (c.1046BC - 256BC) periods.

Lacquer was more widely used during the Qin and Han periods,
and reached a peak in the Song Dynasty. Lacquerware from the
Song Dynasty are known for their superior quality and durability,
and were closely related to pottery and ceramics in form. The
Yuan dynasty was the golden age of carved lacquer, with relief
carved pieces being the most outstanding. In the early Qing,
imperial workshops produced lacquer furniture as well. By the
late Qing, the commercial lacquer making industry had died out
and start the decline of Chinese carved lacquer. Most of the
imperial lacquerware are currently displayed in the Palace
Museum, Beijing.

Based on the development of lacquer in Chinese history, most
collectors prefer to collect lacquerware from early period before
early Qing, especially Song, Yuan or Ming period with much finer
workmanship. Collectors can focus on the style, the shape,
design and the type of the lacquer when valuing and
appreciating lacquerware.

Recommendation

Two rare lacquerwares one is from Yuan dynasty and the other
is from early Qing period are able to find in Oi Ling Fine Chinese
Antiques. These rare lacquerwares are most delicate and
exquisite in their making, with fluency shown in the beadings as
well as the carvings. Adding their simple, yet, refined style and
characteristics, they constitutes unique gem among the
category of ancient antiques.
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An early Qing carved red lacquer box, 17" century
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Atixi lacquer box, Yuan dynasty (1279-1369AD)
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