Oi Ling
Size : 215mm(width)x270mm(Height)

Antique — Scholar items

Cultural History

Beginning about the fourth century B.C., ancient texts describe
Chinese society as divided into four classes: the scholar elite,
the landowners and farmers, the craftsmen and artisans, and
the merchants and tradesmen. Under imperial rule, the scholar
elite directed the moral education of the people.

The virtues of the scholars were appreciated in the early
Northern Song, and the government bureaucracy was staffed
entirely by scholar-officials chosen through a civil examination
system. With the growth of literacy but with limited opportunities
for official employment, scholars increasingly turned to the arts,
the study of which was considered a path to the cultivation of the
moral self. Private collections of ancient works were amassed.
Scholar-officials also became particularly associated with the
Four Accomplishments: painting, poetry, chess and playing the
zither (qin).

Collection Treasure

In the studio the scholar studied Confucian classics, wrote
poetry, played music, practiced calligraphy, and perhaps
painted. Objects important in the pursuit of these activities
included writing utensils and desk accessories, for example:
brush pots, brush rests, ink stone, ink cake, brushes, paper
weight, seals used for painting and calligraphy, and so forth.
More than mere art curios, these objects embody the highest
degree of technical precision and a finely honed aesthetic
sensibility. As such, they embodied the wisdom, traditions, and
values of the Chinese literati who governed China for more than
two millennia. Therefore, the study of Chinese history, classics
and culture would allow potential collectors to better appreciate
these scholar’s items.

Recommendation

Meiling Chiang, owner of Oi Ling Fine Chinese Antiques,
believes that the Chinese scholar’s collection — calligraphy,
incense, antiques manuscript — provided philosophical and
moral inspiration through their symbolic content while the

scholar’s item on the desk reveal the beauty of Chinese artwork.
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Oi Ling Fine Chinese Antiques
Address : 58 Hollywood Road, Central, Hong Kong
Tel 1 (+852) 2815 9422

Website : www.oilingantiques.com
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