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Antiques — Wood furniture

History and Culture

The current look of Chinese wood furniture has taken its shape
through years of evolution with a long and splendid history. A
special category of ancient Chinese antiques with unique nation-
al styles and artistic characteristics, wood furniture constitutes a
bright gem among various collections.

China’s Wei and Jin Dynasties have witnessed a profound
transition of wood furniture — from floor to higher-raised style —
under the influence of increased national interactions of the
particular period. Thereafter, Chinese wood furniture has experi-
enced various phases in its development, becoming increasing-
ly sophisticated and exquisite with distinctive features and
styles. Ever since the Republican period, Chinese furniture also
began to attract attentions from Western scholars and was
widely sold overseas. Meanwhile, wood furniture collections,
which are highly reflective of lifestyles, beliefs, political and
social changes — also lead a journey to understanding relevant
culture and history of the respective eras.

Classical Collections

Among the various types of wood furniture collections, hard
wood furniture made of Huanghuali and Zitan — both precious
and elegant with decorative sculptures and ornaments — consti-
tute two most valuable gems. With its mellowed yellowish color,
Huanghuali wood is most elegant with fragrance. In contrast,
Zitan wood appears more graceful and magnificent with its
darker color. As to Huanghuali and Zitan collections, Meiling
Chiang, owner of Oi Ling Fine Chinese Antiques, also recom-
mended Liangyi Collection — a book by Peter Fung, a profes-
sional Hong Kong collector with a taste and insight Huanghuali
and Zitan furniture — for potential collectors to gain further under-
standings of the specific types of collections.

Recommendation

The Tieli Wood Altar Table of late 17th to early 18th century is
most delicate and exquisite in its making, with fluency shown in
the beadings as well as the carvings. Meanwhile, the nice
proportion of the everted flanges and spandrels also demon-
strates sophisticated skills and techniques in producing the
table. Adding its simple, yet refined style and characteristics, it

constitutes unique gem among the category of ancient antiques.
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Oi Ling Fine Chinese Antiques
Address : 58 Hollywood Road, Central, Hong Kong
Tel 1 (+852) 2815 9422

Website : www.oilingantiques.com
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