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Antiques — Censers

History and Culture

The custom of incense burning first appeared in pre-Qin era in
China, while the culture of censers can date back to Shang and
Zhou dynasties. As incense containers, the value of censers
consist mainly in the unique incense culture developed through-
out hundreds of years. Meanwhile, with unique shapes and
exquisite craftsmanship, this category of antiques also consti-
tute a shining gem among various collections.

Ever since ancient times, incense burning — along with tea
making, flower arrangement and illustrated painting — has been
included among the “four artistic subjects for literati”. As a signifi-
cant type of container for literati, censers were usually placed in
their parlors or studies, creating delightful atmospheres, while
comforting and cultivating their minds in large degree. Even
today, we can still savor its profound cultural implications and
connotations via looking back on history.

Collection and Appreciation

Collection values of censers vary according to their materials,
craftsmanship and styles. Meanwhile, appreciating censers as
antique collections is inseparable from their respective historical
and cultural background. Take the Boshan Censer as an
example — its featured shape and design, as well as the delicate
decorations and ornaments are most closely associated with the
prevailing culture of Taoism during that particular period.

Besides, as censers differ greatly in characteristics, personal
preferences also count in large degree in defining their respec-
tive collection values, as observed by Meiling Chiang, owner of
Oi Ling Fine Chinese Antiques. For instance, connoisseurs and
collectors with a taste for quaint designs and unique appearance
would most probably favor censer collections of pre-Tang eras.

Recommendation

With the popularity of incense burning among the upper class in
early Han Dynasty, censers began to appear and develop. The
silver-bronze censer collected by Oi Ling Fine Chinese Antiques
is delicate in appearance, while exquisite in craftsmanship.
Decorated by silver with fine elegant ornaments, its surface also
reflects beautiful lusters of both the metals, making a precious
gem among the special category of antique collections.
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Oi Ling Fine Chinese Antiques
Address: 58 Hollywood Road, Central, Hong Kong

Tel 1 (+852) 2815 9422
Website : www.oilingantiques.com
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